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Pacific Daily News
Guam projects focusing 

on invasive species remov-
al, forest restoration, in-
digenous knowledge and 
little fire ant eradication 
will receive more than $3.4 
million in federal grants 
though the 2023 America 
the Beautiful Challenge.

Guam Department of 
Agriculture will run three 
of the programs, while one 
will be conducted by Guam 
Community College, ac-
cording to an announce-
ment from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion.

A grant for $1,096,700 
has been awarded to Guam 
Department of Agriculture 
to restore degraded forests 
and badlands on Guam.

The program will restore 
native habitats harmed by 
fires, clearing and off-road-
ing, which allowed non-na-
tive plants to become es-

tablished. The project will 
involve mapping, identi-
fying plants and planting 
native species, “especially 
those that support and take 
advantage of the Mariana 

fruit bat and other native 
fauna’s natural ability to 
disperse seeds and perpet-
uate native forest,” accord-
ing to the announcement.

Agriculture also has a 

$750,000 grant for a project 
to improve the ecosystem, 
community health and 
food security by removing 
invasive species on the is-
land.

That project calls for us-
ing traps, veterinary man-
agement techniques and 
other eradication methods 
to get rid of feral and in-
vasive species in forested 
areas and nearby commu-
nities.

It will help reforestation 
efforts “by building local 
capacity, engaging the com-
munity in voluntary stew-
ardship, reducing the risks 
to public health and safety 
and advancing the success 
of habitat restoration for 
at-risk species.”

A $587,600 planning 
grant, meant to build ca-
pacity for future projects, 
was awarded to GCC to de-
velop “conservation profes-
sionals grounded in Indige-
nous knowledge.”

The announcement said 
the program will “develop 
Indigenous methodologies 
and capacity to effective-
ly navigate the threats to 
biodiversity and advance 
restoration efforts in the 
Mariana Islands.”

It will involve a field 
school, internship pro-
gram and graduate fellow-
ship rooted in Indigenous 

knowledge, “to produce the 
next generation of capable, 
creative collaborative con-
servation practitioners and 
leaders.”

Agriculture also received 
a $1,006,300 grant in the 
“sentinel landscape” cate-
gory, awarded for projects 
in areas that “preserve or 
enhance military readi-
ness.”

The program calls for 
eradicating little fire ants 
on “priority sites on Guam 
where treatment will sup-
port military mission, pro-
tect at-risk species, address 
community concerns and 
protect local industry, in-
cluding subsistence and 
small-scale agriculture.”

The project will apply 
pesticides across 150 acres 
through credentialed pest 
managers, drones or oth-
er means. Comprehensive 
outreach will be conducted 
to help private landowners 
contribute to little fire ant 
eradication.

America the Beautiful 
Challenge grants encourage 
applicants to develop proj-
ects that address conserva-
tion and restoration needs 
and help fish and wildlife. 
This year, 74 new grants to-
taling $141.3 million were 
awarded throughout the 
nation.
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NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Substantial Amendment to the Program Year 2023 Annual Action Plans (AAP)
 and Reprogramming of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds

This ad was paid for with CDBG funds.

The Guam Housing and Urban Renewal Authority (GHURA) is requesting public comment regarding the proposed Substantial 
Amendment to the Program Year 2023 Annual Action Plan. GHURA is proposing the cancellation of an anticipated 

PY2023 activity and the reprogramming of COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) funds to a Typhoon Mawar 
identified project.

GHURA intends to cancel the Rehabilitation and New Construction of the MTM Recreational Facility project. These CDBG 
funds will be reprogrammed from the MTM project, a project to rehab and construct new facilities in the village of 

Mongmong-Toto-Maite, to support the need for additional funds to rehabilitate a structure intended for use as a public facility 
to shelter homeless individuals.

The public is encouraged to review the details of the programing and reprogramming of these funds, this can be found on 
GHURA’s website at News and Announcements. 

Below is a breakdown of all proposed funds to be reprogrammed:

TOTAL REPROGRAMMED FUNDS:

The public is invited to provide oral or written comments on the proposed substantial amendment and reprogramming. A 
public meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 21, 2023 at 10:00 am where interested parties are invited to make oral 
comments on the proposed substantial amendments. The public meeting will be held at the GHURA Main Office at 117 

Bien Venida Ave, Sinajana, Guam. Written comments will be accepted by GHURA’s Research, Planning and Evaluation 
Division located at 117 Bien Venida Ave. Sinajana, GU 96910 or by sending an email to GHURA Chief Planner Katherine E. 
Taitano at katherine@ghura.org no later than November 27, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. For more information, please contact Chief 

Planner Katherine E. Taitano at 671-475-1322 or via email at katherine@ghura.org.

/s/ Elizabeth F. Napoli
Executive Director

GHURA does not discriminate against persons with disabilities.
The Chief Planner has been designated as Section 504 Coordinator.

The Coordinator can be contacted at the above address and telephone numbers.

Project Grant
ID#

B-19-ST-66-0001

B-19-ST-66-0001

B-20-ST-66-0001

B-23-ST-66-0001

B-20-ST-66-0001

B-23-ST-66-0001

Unobligated Funds

Acquisition of Homeless Shelter

Available to Commit/Unobligate Funds

Acquisition of Homeless Shelter

Rehabilitation and New Construction of the 
MTM Recreational Facility

Rehabilitation and New Construction of the 
MTM Recreational Facility

Unobligated

Unobligated

PF&I

PF&I

PF&I

PF&I

$403,571.00

$403,571.00

$45,739.14

$45,739.14

$1,200,000.00

$1,649,310.14 $1,649,310.14

$1,200,000.00

FROM:

TO:

Project Name Project Type
Amount To 

Reprogram (From)
Amount To 

Reprogram (To)

Guam receives more than $3.4M in environmental grants

COURTESY OF PEDRO TOVES

Feral pigs are shown in a Sinajana yard in 2019. A recent federal grant will be used to control invasive and feral species on Guam.


